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Students gather to learn more from Marine recruiters, from left to right: Juan Pablo Avila, Victoria
Venegas, Roxanna Rendon, Stacy Jacobo, Jennifer Chang, Margaret Colocho and Elizabeth Villanueva.

Below Right: Christina Martinez (left) and Cynthia Adame enjoy the view from inside a fire truck.

The June 2001 District Newsletter is dedicated in memory of Mrs. Cecilia M. Chavez,
El Rancho Unified School District Board President.

El Rancho High School Hosts
Annual Career Day

Thanks to the outstanding business community contributions, on March 22, 2001,
El Rancho High School hosted Career Day to promote career awareness and expose
students to a variety of real world careers. Over 100 presenters serving as represen-
tatives from numerous career paths spoke to students and provided career informa-
tion. Students were able to dialogue and make contact with the presenters in order
to get first-hand career information and begin the process of career decision
making.

This event proved to be a valuable opportunity for students to learn about a wide
range of career options, job training and post-secondary educational opportunities.
Fields such as welding, automotive, military and medical were among the profes-
sions included.

Pre-Career Day activities involved guest speakers who shared their educational back-
ground and knowledge of their chosen professions. This year’s speakers included a
chef/restaurant owner, a nurse, a police lieutenant and an accountant who works for
Walt Disney Studios.

Both students and presenters enjoyed the day of sharing and learning.
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Multicultural Day Assemblies at
Rivera Middle School
On Thursday, March 21st the students
and staff of Rivera Middle School put
on a spring musical as part of their
Multicultural Day Assemblies. The as-
semblies were billed as “Colors in Har-
mony” and featured the Rivera Middle
School Band, show choir, mass choir,
and folklorico. The assemblies also in-
cluded members of the Rivera staff as
well as visiting gospel singers from
around the country.

The students sang, danced and displayed
a variety of projects honoring the vari-
ous cultures that make up America. The
assemblies were put together by Mr.
Pritchett and directed by Mrs. Cordes
with the goal of heightening awareness
of the diversity of America. Mr. Pritchett
states, “More than anything, it gives us
ideas on how to move ahead as a team.”

The auditorium was decorated with vari-
ous examples of artwork, poetry, and

images of historical figures. “Every class
contributed what they thought would
be appropriate,” said Esther Celiz. Some
of the projects were of such quality that
they were also entered in the county stu-
dent art contest.

The assemblies were overall a very fes-
tive experience as students were encour-
aged to sing along and some were even
included in impromptu dancing and
singing with the visiting gospel singers.
Mr. Eddie Haro, a Rivera Middle School
math teacher, provided one of the most
zany moments with his rendition of a
jazz/gospel number.

The assemblies were enjoyed by all, as
students were exposed to different mu-
sical styles that exist in our country.
Rivera is very thankful for the hard work
of the students and staff, as well as the
visits from district administrators and
board members.

Technology Contest Awards Night
El Rancho High School gym was filled to capacity as 282 students were honored at
the Sixteenth Annual Technology Awards Night on Thursday, May 3, 2001. There
were 313 entries in this year’s contest.

This yearly contest for students, preschool through high school, has ten categories.
Categories included are: Low Resolution Graphics, High Resolution Graphics, Com-
puter Generated Art, Computer Free Draw Art, Multimedia Linear and Non-Lin-
ear, Video Productions, Desktop Publishing/Creative Writing/English, Desktop
Publishing/Creative Writing/Spanish and Web Page Design.

Also honored at the festivities were ten teachers who received the TIE (Technology
Improving Education) grants. These grants were used to encourage creative uses of
technology in the classroom. The winners were Ann Cote, and Richard Morales
from Magee Elementary; Kendall Goyenaga from North Park Middle; Jose Nunez
from Rivera Middle; Terry Lee Perkins from Birney Elementary; Sandra Garcia from
Rivera Elementary; Margaret Flores from Meller Elementary; Anthony Brandenburg
from Rio Vista Elementary; and Terry Tschinkel and Victor Moreno from El Rancho
High.

Master of Ceremonies for the event was Norbert Genis, assistant superintendent,
Educational Services. Awards were presented to the students by members of the
Board of Education.

Dear Parents:

The District’s achievements
this year have been challeng-
ing, yet successful in moving
us forward. At the beginning
of the school year, all class-
rooms were wired to the
Internet as a result of the fed-
eral E-rate grant. This has
allowed the District to more
effectively incorporate technol-
ogy into the curriculum.
Equally as important, the Dis-
trict was notified by the state
that all schools met or exceeded
their target growth scores, a
very commendable feat.

Last summer, the District also
launched its modernization
program at four schools (El
Rancho HS, North Park MS,
South Ranchito and Selby
Grove elementary schools).
This summer, two schools
(Selby Grove and North Park)
will be completed, and the
next two modernization phases
will start. The first phase
(Rivera Elementary, Rivera
Middle, North Ranchito and
Valencia) will begin this
month, and the next phase

(Continued on page 4)
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Rio Vista Student Named “2001 Breaking Barriers”
Grand Prize Winner
A letter from the Baseball
Commissioner’s Office brought squeals
of delight from the fifth grade students
in Audree Chandler’s class at Rio Vista.
The letter, signed by Sharon Robinson
(baseball’s great Jackie Robinson’s
daughter), announced that one of the
students, Jose Naranjo, had won the
Grand Prize in the “2001 Breaking Bar-
riers: In Sports, In Life” essay  contest.
Over 1,700 entries were received. The
children wrote about how they had
barriers that affected their lives, and
how they overcame them, and Jose had
won!

The Grand Prize was a trip to a major
league baseball game, and what a trip
it was. The students arrived at Dodger
Stadium at 2:00 p.m. and were
greeted by Jose Saldana, Dodger com-
munity affairs coordinator, from then
on it was a dream come true. The stu-
dents, their teacher, and Principal Alex
Sanchez were treated to a baseball ex-
travaganza with well known Dodger
players, including Maury Wills, en-
couraging the students to never give
up but to keep on trying. Sharon

Robinson presented an inspiring talk
about her father, and later, the students
enjoyed a question and answer session
with video prizes for the correct an-
swers. Of course, all of this activity was
video taped and cameras clicked in
rapid succession. Jose was interviewed
by Sharon and, with the big smile on
his face, it was evident he was one
happy boy!

Next, the Rio Vista group was treated
to a luncheon reception in the Jackie
Robinson Room where Sharon joined
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them to answer questions; sign auto-
graphs; and present a book she had
written, Jackie’s Nine, to the Rio Vista’s
School Library.

The children and honored guests were
able to watch batting practice for both
the Dodgers and their rivals, the Pitts-
burgh Pirates, but the biggest thrill
came when Jose was honored during
the pre-game ceremony. His picture
flashed on the game board when he
walked out to the pitcher’s mound and
when they announced his name, his
school, and city, the crowd went wild
especially the 110 guests from Rio
Vista School who had received tickets
as a part of Jose’s winning.

The Dodgers won, and when the stu-
dents, teacher, and principal left, they
were tired but thrilled that one of the
students from Rio Vista had broken a
barrier in his life, one that will help–
and an event that they will all
remember.
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Jose Naranjo meets Sharon Robinson

Maizeland Child Development
Center Friday, June 29  6:30   P.M.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Birney Tuesday, June 19 10:30 A.M.
Durfee Wednesday, June 20 10:00 A.M.
Magee Thursday, June 21  9:00  A.M.
Meller Tuesday, June 19 10:00 A.M.
North Ranchito Tuesday, June 19 10:00 A.M.
Obregon Thursday, June 21  9:30  A.M.
Pio Pico Thursday, June 21  9:30  A.M.
Rio Vista Wednesday, June 20  9:00  A.M.
Rivera Thursday, June 21  9:00  A.M.
Selby Grove Wednesday, June 20  9:00  A.M.
South Ranchito Thursday, June 21  9:00  A.M.
Valencia Thursday, June 21  9:00  A.M.

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
All middle school promotions will be held at
El Rancho High School Stadium.
Burke Tuesday, June 19  4:30 P.M.
North Park Wednesday, June 20  4:30 P.M.
Rivera Wednesday, June 20  6:30 P.M.

HIGH SCHOOLS
El Rancho Thursday, June 21  8:00 P.M.
ERHS Stadium
Salazar Friday, June 1  6:00 P.M.

ADULT SCHOOL
El Rancho Saturday, June 16 10:00 A.M.

2001 Promotion/Graduation Schedule
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STAR Test Can Mean
Money for College

For the first time ever California is offering merit scholar-
ships as incentives to students. The Governor’s Scholars
Program awards $1,000 scholarships to students who score
well on the State’s Achievement Test in 9th, 10th, and/or
11th grade. To qualify, a student must:

• have attended a California public school for at least
one year prior to taking the exam; and either

• score in the top 5% of STAR test-takers in reading
and math in their grade level standards; or

• score in the top 10% of STAR test-takers in reading
and math in their grade level at the public high
school they attend.

Students can receive one award annually for up to three
years for a total of $3,000 in scholarship money plus inter-
est. Winners from El Rancho High School include (75) 9th
graders, (68) 10th graders and (59) 11th graders, all of whom
received their awards letters in April. The awards are held in
a Golden State Scholarshare Trust account and invested in
the student’s name. Scholarship money is paid directly to
the community college, college, university, or other school
that the student enrolls in after high school. Students have
until age 30 to use the award.

(Burke, Durfee, Magee and Rio Vista) will start in August.
I, therefore, extend my thanks for your patience during this
busy time.

Last summer and throughout the year, the District contin-
ued to focus on staff development. The goal of the training
was to improve academic areas, and to enhance student
learning. Required changes and redirection by the state on
standards led the District to adjust the curricula to imple-
ment a standards-based instructional program. Staff work-
shops provided instruction on new textbook adoptions and
supplementary materials, as well as teaching approaches to
meet these goals.

I wanted to commend and thank our school community–
students, parents and staff–for their commitment to increase
student learning, to participate in staff development pro-
grams, and to upgrade skills and knowledge to do a better
job in the classroom and at home.

I personally expect another challenging year, and I am con-
fident that we’ll be successful again as we move into the
next school year. Thank you again.

(Continued from page 1)
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El Rancho High School Hosts
Annual Career Day

Thanks to the outstanding business community contributions, on March 22, 2001,
El Rancho High School hosted Career Day to promote career awareness and expose
students to a variety of real world careers. Over 100 presenters serving as represen-
tatives from numerous career paths spoke to students and provided career informa-
tion. Students were able to dialogue and make contact with the presenters in order
to get first-hand career information and begin the process of career decision
making.

This event proved to be a valuable opportunity for students to learn about a wide
range of career options, job training and post-secondary educational opportunities.
Fields such as welding, automotive, military and medical were among the profes-
sions included.

Pre-Career Day activities involved guest speakers who shared their educational back-
ground and knowledge of their chosen professions. This year’s speakers included a
chef/restaurant owner, a nurse, a police lieutenant and an accountant who works for
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Multicultural Day Assemblies at
Rivera Middle School
On Thursday, March 21st the students
and staff of Rivera Middle School put
on a spring musical as part of their
Multicultural Day Assemblies. The as-
semblies were billed as “Colors in Har-
mony” and featured the Rivera Middle
School Band, show choir, mass choir,
and folklorico. The assemblies also in-
cluded members of the Rivera staff as
well as visiting gospel singers from
around the country.

The students sang, danced and displayed
a variety of projects honoring the vari-
ous cultures that make up America. The
assemblies were put together by Mr.
Pritchett and directed by Mrs. Cordes
with the goal of heightening awareness
of the diversity of America. Mr. Pritchett
states, “More than anything, it gives us
ideas on how to move ahead as a team.”

The auditorium was decorated with vari-
ous examples of artwork, poetry, and

images of historical figures. “Every class
contributed what they thought would
be appropriate,” said Esther Celiz. Some
of the projects were of such quality that
they were also entered in the county stu-
dent art contest.

The assemblies were overall a very fes-
tive experience as students were encour-
aged to sing along and some were even
included in impromptu dancing and
singing with the visiting gospel singers.
Mr. Eddie Haro, a Rivera Middle School
math teacher, provided one of the most
zany moments with his rendition of a
jazz/gospel number.

The assemblies were enjoyed by all, as
students were exposed to different mu-
sical styles that exist in our country.
Rivera is very thankful for the hard work
of the students and staff, as well as the
visits from district administrators and
board members.

Technology Contest Awards Night
El Rancho High School gym was filled to capacity as 282 students were honored at
the Sixteenth Annual Technology Awards Night on Thursday, May 3, 2001. There
were 313 entries in this year’s contest.

This yearly contest for students, preschool through high school, has ten categories.
Categories included are: Low Resolution Graphics, High Resolution Graphics, Com-
puter Generated Art, Computer Free Draw Art, Multimedia Linear and Non-Lin-
ear, Video Productions, Desktop Publishing/Creative Writing/English, Desktop
Publishing/Creative Writing/Spanish and Web Page Design.

Also honored at the festivities were ten teachers who received the TIE (Technology
Improving Education) grants. These grants were used to encourage creative uses of
technology in the classroom. The winners were Ann Cote, and Richard Morales
from Magee Elementary; Kendall Goyenaga from North Park Middle; Jose Nunez
from Rivera Middle; Terry Lee Perkins from Birney Elementary; Sandra Garcia from
Rivera Elementary; Margaret Flores from Meller Elementary; Anthony Brandenburg
from Rio Vista Elementary; and Terry Tschinkel and Victor Moreno from El Rancho
High.

Master of Ceremonies for the event was Norbert Genis, assistant superintendent,
Educational Services. Awards were presented to the students by members of the
Board of Education.

Dear Parents:

The District’s achievements
this year have been challeng-
ing, yet successful in moving
us forward. At the beginning
of the school year, all class-
rooms were wired to the
Internet as a result of the fed-
eral E-rate grant. This has
allowed the District to more
effectively incorporate technol-
ogy into the curriculum.
Equally as important, the Dis-
trict was notified by the state
that all schools met or exceeded
their target growth scores, a
very commendable feat.

Last summer, the District also
launched its modernization
program at four schools (El
Rancho HS, North Park MS,
South Ranchito and Selby
Grove elementary schools).
This summer, two schools
(Selby Grove and North Park)
will be completed, and the
next two modernization phases
will start. The first phase
(Rivera Elementary, Rivera
Middle, North Ranchito and
Valencia) will begin this
month, and the next phase
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Rio Vista Student Named “2001 Breaking Barriers”
Grand Prize Winner
A letter from the Baseball
Commissioner’s Office brought squeals
of delight from the fifth grade students
in Audree Chandler’s class at Rio Vista.
The letter, signed by Sharon Robinson
(baseball’s great Jackie Robinson’s
daughter), announced that one of the
students, Jose Naranjo, had won the
Grand Prize in the “2001 Breaking Bar-
riers: In Sports, In Life” essay  contest.
Over 1,700 entries were received. The
children wrote about how they had
barriers that affected their lives, and
how they overcame them, and Jose had
won!

The Grand Prize was a trip to a major
league baseball game, and what a trip
it was. The students arrived at Dodger
Stadium at 2:00 p.m. and were
greeted by Jose Saldana, Dodger com-
munity affairs coordinator, from then
on it was a dream come true. The stu-
dents, their teacher, and Principal Alex
Sanchez were treated to a baseball ex-
travaganza with well known Dodger
players, including Maury Wills, en-
couraging the students to never give
up but to keep on trying. Sharon

Robinson presented an inspiring talk
about her father, and later, the students
enjoyed a question and answer session
with video prizes for the correct an-
swers. Of course, all of this activity was
video taped and cameras clicked in
rapid succession. Jose was interviewed
by Sharon and, with the big smile on
his face, it was evident he was one
happy boy!

Next, the Rio Vista group was treated
to a luncheon reception in the Jackie
Robinson Room where Sharon joined
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them to answer questions; sign auto-
graphs; and present a book she had
written, Jackie’s Nine, to the Rio Vista’s
School Library.

The children and honored guests were
able to watch batting practice for both
the Dodgers and their rivals, the Pitts-
burgh Pirates, but the biggest thrill
came when Jose was honored during
the pre-game ceremony. His picture
flashed on the game board when he
walked out to the pitcher’s mound and
when they announced his name, his
school, and city, the crowd went wild
especially the 110 guests from Rio
Vista School who had received tickets
as a part of Jose’s winning.

The Dodgers won, and when the stu-
dents, teacher, and principal left, they
were tired but thrilled that one of the
students from Rio Vista had broken a
barrier in his life, one that will help–
and an event that they will all
remember.
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For the first time ever California is offering merit scholar-
ships as incentives to students. The Governor’s Scholars
Program awards $1,000 scholarships to students who score
well on the State’s Achievement Test in 9th, 10th, and/or
11th grade. To qualify, a student must:

• have attended a California public school for at least
one year prior to taking the exam; and either

• score in the top 5% of STAR test-takers in reading
and math in their grade level standards; or

• score in the top 10% of STAR test-takers in reading
and math in their grade level at the public high
school they attend.

Students can receive one award annually for up to three
years for a total of $3,000 in scholarship money plus inter-
est. Winners from El Rancho High School include (75) 9th
graders, (68) 10th graders and (59) 11th graders, all of whom
received their awards letters in April. The awards are held in
a Golden State Scholarshare Trust account and invested in
the student’s name. Scholarship money is paid directly to
the community college, college, university, or other school
that the student enrolls in after high school. Students have
until age 30 to use the award.

(Burke, Durfee, Magee and Rio Vista) will start in August.
I, therefore, extend my thanks for your patience during this
busy time.

Last summer and throughout the year, the District contin-
ued to focus on staff development. The goal of the training
was to improve academic areas, and to enhance student
learning. Required changes and redirection by the state on
standards led the District to adjust the curricula to imple-
ment a standards-based instructional program. Staff work-
shops provided instruction on new textbook adoptions and
supplementary materials, as well as teaching approaches to
meet these goals.

I wanted to commend and thank our school community–
students, parents and staff–for their commitment to increase
student learning, to participate in staff development pro-
grams, and to upgrade skills and knowledge to do a better
job in the classroom and at home.

I personally expect another challenging year, and I am con-
fident that we’ll be successful again as we move into the
next school year. Thank you again.
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